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MEMORANDUM

	To:


	Skate Canada Section Chairs

Section Offices



	From:


	Celina Stipanic
Elite Athlete Manager

	CC:
	Board of Directors

	Date:


	January 3, 2007

	Subject:
	2007 National Youth Camp presented by HomeSense


The National Youth Camp presented by HomeSense, is being planned for the 2007-2008 season. The Camp will be held in Ottawa, Ontario from Friday, May 4 to Saturday, May 5, 2007.

Up to twenty skaters, their coach and one parent (maximum of 60 participants) will be invited to the annual Camp for a series of on-ice and off-ice workshops. All travel, hotel and meal costs for the athlete, their parent and coach will be paid and arranged by Skate Canada.  Participants will travel to Ottawa on Thursday May 3, with activities beginning on Friday, May 4; all workshops will be completed in the evening of Saturday, May 5, with participants traveling home on Sunday, May 6.

The overall objectives of the National Youth Camp, presented by HomeSense are:

1. To understand the Skate Canada system of athlete development and the respective roles of athlete, support team and Skate Canada

2. To understand the importance of short and long term planning

3. To work with the Skate Canada National Coach Consultants and other sport specific experts

4. To learn about the Skate Canada Athlete Development Models

5. To receive information applicable to the competitive figure skater

CRITERIA

· Must have participated in a 2007 BMO Sectional Championship and be committed to competing in the same discipline in 2007-2008. 

· Technical Criteria:

· double jumps landed strongly with flow (including either Flip or Lutz, with preference being given to those athletes executing both) 

· one double/double combination

· combination spin with one change of foot and the use of three levels

· flying camel spin with proper take off, good position and speed

· good stroking technique, demonstrating reasonable flow and power

· Additional Criteria:

· Has the desire to be a competitive skater and shows a commitment to the sport

· Has the genetic predisposition to develop into an elite figure skating athlete

· Has natural body rhythm and moves well to music
· Has developed reasonable strength and flexibility
· Singles: 
Females – shall not be more than 10 years old by July 1, 2007

Males – shall not be more than 11 years old by July 1, 2007
SELECTIONS

Sections may wish to draw on the following resources to identify suitable candidates:

· Talent Scouts  

· Section Talent ID Database 

· Section Skater Development Programs 

· Skate Canada National Coach Consultants

· Section Youth Camps


· Sectional Championship Results

It is each Section’s responsibility to ensure that nominated skaters have long-term competitive potential, and to apply the philosophy that “Excellence is rewarded with Opportunity”, in determining potential participants.

Skaters who competed at the 2007 BMO Financial Group Skate Canada Junior Nationals will not be considered.

Sections may nominate male and female candidates, up to a total of five athletes. Sections are also requested to inform the coach and the parents of the nominated candidates, that their names have been put forward for participation. A video, including a complete program, filmed anytime between January 5 and March 2, 2007 is necessary to support a skater’s nomination. The video will NOT be returned to the skater.
A group of experts from Skate Canada Committees and the National Office will make the final selections based on the applications received, and also from information provided by the Skate Canada National Coach Consultants. 

All nominations are to be received by the Skate Canada Developing Director no later than Friday, March 9, 2007.  The final selection list will be sent to the Sections no later than Monday, March 19, 2007.  Each Section must complete the attached Nomination Form for each submission and a one pager with their five (if applicable) nominated athletes.
If you have any questions regarding the Skate Canada 2007 National Youth Camp presented by HomeSense, please contact:

Louis Stong, Skating Development Director
Tel: 416-239-1616

louis-s@skatecanada.ca
and/or

Celina Stipanic, Elite Athlete Manager

Tel: 1-888-747-2372 ext. 2617

cstipanic@skatecanada.ca

